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sufficient to insure the success of this undertaking. It
was, however, better received than any one, except per-
haps the courageous bookseller himself, had anticipated.
The entire work was reprinted in 1821; and more lately
the Life of Dryden has been twice republished in collec-
tive editions of Scott's prose miscellanies; nor, perhaps,
does that class of his writings include any piece of con-
siderable extent that has, on the whole, obtained higher
estimation.

This edition of Dryden was criticised in the Edinburgh
Keview for October, 1808, with great ability, and, on
the whole, with admirable candor. The industry and
perspicacity with which Scott had carried through his
editorial researches and annotations were acknowledged
in terms which, had he known the name of his reviewer,
must have been doubly gratifying to his feelings; and
it was confessed that, in the life of his author, he had
corrected with patient honesty, and filled up with lucid
and expansive detail, the sometimes careless and often
naked outline of Johnson's masterly Essay on the same
subject. It would be superfluous to quote in this place
a specimen of critical skill which has already enjoyed
suet wide circulation, and which will hereafter, no doubt,
be included in the miscellaneous prose works of Hallam.
The points of political faith on which that great writer
dissents from the editor of Dryden would, even if I had
the inclination to pursue such a discussion, lead me far
astray from the immediate object of these pages; they
embrace questions on which the best and wisest of our
countrymen will probably continue to take opposite sides,
as long as our past history excites a living interest, and
our literature is that of an active nation. On the poeti-
cal character of Dryden I think the editor and his critic
will be found to have expressed substantially much the
same judgment; when they appear to differ, the battle
strikes me as being about words rather than things, as is
likely to be the case when men of such abilities and The fun of the illustration tempted him to this sally,
